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Reading Response #1 Option 2
8/29/21
Question: Describe the wondrous birth of Prince Siddhartha
Most people may consider the beginning of one’s life to begin at the moment that they

are born. While this is technically true, in Buddhism, many believe life had already begun before

that and that we, as people, experience life through an endless cycle of deaths and rebirths‘, ’this CCommented [THD1]: (;)

cycle is known as “samsara”. The Prince Siddhartha’s wondrous birth is an example of that.
Before Siddhartha there was Prince Vishvantara, one of the Buddha’s past lives. Prince
Vishvantara was a benevolent prince and it is believed that, when he died, he was rebirthed into
Siddhartha. This is supported by the account of Siddhartha’s mother, Mahamaya, witnessing a
white elephant entering her right side while pregnant with Siddhartha. White elephants are said
to represent royalty and authority, just like how Vishvantara was royalty. This could be seen as a

sign of Vishvantara being rebirthed. After Mahamaya recounted this sight to her family, court

sages beginl to believe that Siddhartha will become either a buddha or a great king (Commented [THD2]: began

Then comes the birth of Siddhartha. During a visit to her family in anticipation of her

pregnancy, Mahamaya \goes‘ into labor in a small grouping of trees in the forest by Lumbini. It is CCommented [THD3]: went

said that Mahamaya stood up to deliver Siddhartha with the help of a nearby tree’s branch
supporting her. Some details of the birth are left to interpretation and numerous retellings of the
story. Some believe that Siddhartha was born from the right side of his mother, in the same place
that the white elephant was seen before trying to enter. Siddhartha, in this telling of the story, is

said to have emerged pristinely and without pain. Others simply believe Siddhartha was born like



any other man. Despite how one thinks of the story, Mahamaya \dies[ a week later from the purity
of the birth.

Finally, as Siddhartha \is‘born into the world, Siddhartha [steps\ seven paces to the east and

\declares\ that he lis| the chief of the world.

( Commented [THD4]:

died

( Commented [THDS]:

was

( Commented [THD6]:

stepped

(c ted [THD7]:

declared

( Commented [THDS):

was

NN




uwgns

§x1

Q)

|22ue)

anoway

TUQ | 11-0-Z3|ezuo9 \AEER_ @

all4 ppY uasoyd 3|y ON | 8ji4 8sooy |

‘paiinbai se sadualajel

|eowydesboi|giq JO isi| B pUB SUOHEYD 1X8)}-Ul BAeY
pinoys noA ‘os|y "asusa} Juasaid pue asua) }sed
8U} Usam}aq YHoj-pue-yoeq payoums noA Apsow
asneoaq sioua |[eonewwelb Jybie aney nop

0L Jono S'S

@
@

LET%0ZY%suodsay0zgdulpeay

wdwany seap  ydwane syl Jeapd 03 uonng syl ¥

"paadoud 0] Jugns 3210
il

S3|14 paydeny Apuaiind

3|y [e20] Yeny

sjuswwo)

apeso

¥3asn OLXOvada3ad

yoday Auejwis

laded s, asn

SIUBIWIO)) S,J3sM

AYOM s d3sn

1dwany Jes|d

uonen|ea3
S|00] 35.N0D)
UOI323]|0D) JU3IUOD

|2ued j0.3u0)

uCUEUMN:NE a51n0)

uoneuasaid

|eul} pue ‘suonejuasald
dnousg ‘'suodau

du pjaly ‘sjuawiwiod
‘Bunsod ‘sasuodsay
Buipeay Joj sougny

7 sepeio A

# sasuodsay Suipeay
s|oo).

sauljaping ananbnaN

uoneIudSaAld
dnouo ajdwes

suoneuasaid jeuly ajdwes
s8unum ajdwes

s8o1g

sauljaping

sadessapy

" ZL=XapuldwanyiuaLINdRL"Z80Z 6L =PIaMUINRLZLLO6LZ =Pluoniuljagawodino dsuawubisse™ " apelb/syull/Nyy31gg-|puyubid-uiny/sddeqgam/npa-yn-buiuieas w O



Reading Response #6

Submission date: 28-Sep-2021 11:08PM (UTC-0500)
Submission ID: 1660380381

File name: Reading_Response_6_1.docx (7.4K)
Word count: 375

Character count: 1861



DELE TIONIELT
Reading Response #6 Option 8
10/3/21
Question: Explain how the four Buddhist holy places in India are the most sacred places
for Buddhists around the world

The four Buddhist holy sites in India are holy because the Buddha designated them to be
sacred. According to Shantikula Travel, the Buddha selected four holy sites for his Buddhist
followers to stop by in pilgrimages (“The Four Holy Places in Buddhism — Shantikula Travel™).
While the Buddha had not deemed it necessary that Buddhists would have to make a pilgrimage
to these sites, he claimed it would offer them greater spiritual connection, if they were able to do
so0. The four holy sites Buddha chose himself are Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and Kushinagar.

All four of these places are important but each one has its own distinct quality. Lumbini is the

place where the Buddha was born as Siddhartha Gautama. This place is where the Buddha spent
It is a wrong information since this place is where he was born only, not growing up. Lumbini is a garden where his mother stopped by to give birth to
him. his_early years. This_is_also_the same place where the Buddha was shielded from the inevitable

truths of life, such as death, aging, and suffering. This undoubtedly deserves to be a holy site so

Buddhists can witness the birthplace of the Buddha. The next site the Buddha chose was Bodh
Gaya. Bodh Gaya is where the Buddha accomplished enlightenment. This is famously the site of
the sacred fig tree, also known as the Bodhi Tree, that the Buddha sat and meditated under until
he found enlightenment. For the third site the Buddha chose, he chose Sarnath. This is the site of
the Buddha'’s first teaching. This site was the beginning of Buddha’s great teaching. He is said to
have taught Buddhists about Dharma, the Noble Eightfold Path, the four Noble Truths, and much
more. The fourth and final holy site is Kushinagar. This is where the Buddha eventually died and

freed himself from the Wheel of Life, also known as Samsara. While I am not Buddhist, I would




love to visit these holy places one day. The thought of seeing places that mean so much to
Buddhists, and also to the Buddha himself, is very appealing. It would be amazing to witness such

culture.




Sources Cited
“The Four Holy Places in Buddhism — Shantikula Travel.” Shantikula.co.za, 8§ Aug. 2017,

www.shantikula.co.za/the-four-holy-places-in-buddhism/.
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Reading Response #12 Option 2
10/14/21
Question: Describe the legend of Bodhidharma, the 28th Zen Patriarch in India and the 1st
Zen Patriarch in China

Bodhidharma was a Buddhist monk of legendary status. He was considered to be the first
Buddhist monk to have introduced China to Zen Buddhism. While he may not have been the first
ever to introduce Buddhism to China, he was regarded as the first patriarch of Buddhism. He
helped Buddhism become a powerhouse in China. Bodhidharma was of South Indian descent
(Atwood). He then immigrated to China in an effort to spread Zen Buddhism. Bodhidharma
famously met with the Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty. Emperor Wu of Liang was a faithful
Buddhist. This meant the Emperor made great donations to Buddhist monks in order to help
them build their monasteries. However, when the Emperor approached Bodhidharma about how
much merit he had compiled, the Emperor was meant with an answer he did not like.
Bodhidharma knew that the Emperor had not made these donations out of pure selflessness.
Bodhidharma saw through the facade and realized the Emperor made these donations as a way to
improve his good karma and also as a way to inflate his self-importance. The Emperor had not
made these donations selflessly. Because of this, Bodhidharma expressed to the Emperor that the
Emperor had earned no merit. This left them both dissatisfied and after this experience they
never talked to each other again (Atwood). Apart from this tale, Bodhidharma is also credited
with helping the Shaolin temple (Atwood). With Bodhidharma’s help, the Shaolin monks were
trained in kung fu and thus originated Shaolin Kung Fu. Bodhidharma was a very prominent

figure in not only Zen Buddhism, but in all of Buddhism. The tales of Bodhidharma have spread




across the world. I am sure everyone has heard of Shaolin Kung Fu because of movies.
Bodhidharma is responsible for Shaolin Kung Fu existing. It is amazing to see how Zen and

Buddhism has become widespread because of Bodhidharma.




Sources Cited
Atwood, Hal. “Who Was Bodhidharma?” Lion’s Roar, 22 Jan. 2019, www.lionsroar.com/who-

was-bodhidharma-2/.
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